AP Literature

Student Guide for Reading Fences

1. Explain the nature of the conflict which Wilson establishes in his introduction prior to Act I, scene 1.

2. Identify the time period and think of what else was happening in the world at this time. What aspect of the America of Troy’s years does Wilson especially criticize? Be specific and explain as best you can the nature of these criticisms.

3. Make note of gender roles.

4. What are the things which have caused characters to suppress rage?

5. What is each character’s definition of love? What tells you this?

6. How does Wilson carry the baseball metaphor out in the play?

7. Consider the various meanings of the title, from the literal fence Troy is building - why is he doing this? What purpose will it serve? Also consider the various meanings of the figurative fences, the obstacles Troy has faced and must overcome.

8. At the end of the play, all remaining characters but one have become “fenced in” or become part of an institution. Explain. Who remains unfenced? What do you think August Wilson is saying with this?

9. Theme(s): Suggest and explain at least three themes of this play. As you are doing this you may want to reflect on some of the following quotes:

“There ought not never have been no time called too early.” (Troy on black participation in sports)

“You still trying to get something for nothing. Life don’t owe you nothing. You owe it to yourself.” (Troy to Lyons)

“Jesus be a fence all around me every day.” (Rose)

“…get you a trade. That way you have something can’t nobody take away from you. You go on and learn how to put your hands to some good use. Besides hauling people’s garbage.” (Troy to Cory)

“Like you?…It’s my job. It’s my responsibility! You understand that? A man got to take care of his family…Don’t you try and go through life worrying about if somebody like you or not.” (Troy to Cory)

“Everything that boy do…he do for you. He wants you to say ‘Good job, son,’ That’s all.”  (Rose to Troy)

“Some people build fences to keep people out…and other people build fences to keep people in. Rose wants to hold on to you all. She loves you.” (Bono to Troy)

